at her - any type of motion, hght or rslavats‘d hoise .
could lead her to abandon her nesting attempt.
Dor't use flash photography. Stay behind her, out
. Uf view. Don’t touch her or help her return to the

g}h levele of predation
abs. Hatchlings can also
1 be run over by vehicles
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atcr mark. Beach
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eggs buried under the sand.
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.... TIPS TN e Fr T, “An

Réport all szghtmgs

Please report any 5[ghtmg5 of nsstmg females,
nests, or disorientated hatchlings to the
Barbados Sea Turtle Froject. Hatchlings that are
disorientated by lights or are wandering in day
light should be placed in a dry container with
slightly damp sand, and kept cool. Hatchlings
should not be placed directly into the sea, or kept
in a container filled with water! Please inform the
Barbados Sea Turtle FProject as soon as possible.

~ih-water tagging
- the home ranges and

hawksbill turtles residing
i of E-arbados

An cdasatwﬁal
shows atid hat
hotels.

le, clubs and

The Barbados Sea Turtle Project operates
a 24-hr "Turtle Hotline". Coastal
property residents, staff and visitors
are encouraged to report any sea
turtle nesting or hatching activity to
the BSTF. Public calls are greatly
appreciated and are valuable aids in
conservation and research efforts.
Turtle Hotline Phone Number
(24-hour): 230-0142

additional information.

%’vple wishing to help the conservation of
sea turtles can make donations to:
The Barbados Sea Turtle Project
Dept. of Biological and Chemical Sciences
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus
St. Michael, Barbados
Tel: (246) 417-4320
Fax: (246) 417-4325
email: horrocks@uwichill.edu.bb
www.barbadosseaturtles.org

FUNDING PROVIDED BY

BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION

Barbados Sea Turtle Project's logo designed by S. Khan
Front cover phato by J. Horrocks
Artwork by Alwyn Harding of Moore Paragon Caribbean Limited
Printed by Coles Printery




? What does a Hawksbtll look 11'"" —

The Hawksblll (Eretmochefye :mbncata) hae a eak-like mouth which enables it to feed
primarily on sponges that grow on the reef systems in the Caribbean. The shell, or carapace,
consiste of mottled (brown, yellow and black) scutes that overlap, similar to shingles on a
roof. Adult Hawksbill turtles range from 150 - 22@ Ib (66-100 kg) and can reach a length of
about 3 feet (1 mstrc) Faddle-like flippers allow it to move easily through the ocean. The two
front flippers are used. for pmpulgron through the water. The two rear, shorter

Ilp erg are used for steermq In females, the rear ﬂnppcra are also . ¥

What about nesnnq
awkablll sea tur‘ties nc@t pr‘imarlly on ths west and south coast
beaches of Barbados, with the peak season between June and
September. An adult female will nest cvery 2 - 4 years, coming
“up on shore between 3 - 5 times per season to lay eggs. She will
nest on or near the same beach where she was born 20 - 30
:year earlier. Hawksbills prefer to nest at night, well above the
. high water mark, and near or in natural beach vegetation. A
hesting female deposite an average of 150 leathery, ping-pong
ball sized egge into a nest cavity that is about half a metre in -
- depth. She then covers the nest by compacting sand on top of the
egge. Using her front flippers she throws sand behind her in order to
guise her nesting area. Once completed, she will make her way back

£
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‘What about the hatchlmqq 2 ;

The eggs take betwesn 55 75 daya to incubate. After hatching, a cooperative effort from all
of the hatchlings over several days is needed to dig their way to the surface. Emergence onto
the beach is triggered by the cooling sand temperature as night falls. The hatchlings
orientate to the brightest horizon, which under natural conditions is seawards. Once in the
water, the hatchlings will swim frantically offshore, where they will be picked up and carried by
the major currents of the North Atlantic. For the first several years, young turtles float in
open water, travelling wherever the currents take them, before returning to nearshore waters
as small juveniles. While on the surface, hatchlings feed on floating algae and plankton.

for the shell, but also for their

Hawksbill shell. Over the last cent u;y
due to over- cxp%al ¥ '
eeﬁmatsd ‘bhat Gnly

meat, eég ; éhe[[) in Barbad 5

clutches may I?c wa@hé*d w2

all the sea turtles. F_e_maies'wei@h -
from 600 - 1100 16(270 500 kg) |
with males reaching up to 2,200 Ib

The Green Turtle feeds on sea grasses and algae
particularly on the south and east coasts. Green
turtles do not nest on Barbados, but return to their

own breeding grounds in places as far afield as Costa Rica and”

Ascension lsland!

o reproduce Turtles
1998, the Government

g&ng&& lﬁ% etely

’ turtle or pog@p% any turtle produc"B m,gw%
Penalties include fines of up to $50, 000
Barbados dollars and/or 2 years in jail. Hawksbill nesting beaches are
also under threat Beachfront dcvelopmentﬁncludmg sea walls and

%ou a‘e 5, he pace available for nesting females. This forces
; -%ubg@gtlma[ areas of the beach, whsm entire

(1,000kg)lk= They -are primarily an open ocean species, seldom
venturing hear to shore, except when breeding and nesting.
Leatherbacks navigate the open ocean currents in search of jellyfish, their
principle diet. A small number of Leatherbacks nest on the rugged east coast
beaches of Barbados.

Background photo: M. Murray




